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15. — A Good Life, extracted from the True Plan of a 
Living Temple. With an Introductory Essay. By 
John Brazer. Boston ; Joseph Dowe. 12mo. pp. 
216. 

" The Living Temple " of old John Howe was a work of 
great power, and had its day of influence and fame; but we may 
say of it what the editor of the little volume before us has said 
of another well-known book, " The Whole Duty of Man," " It 
well deserved its title, and was a very useful book in its day ; 
but what may have been the whole duty of man a hundred and 
fifty years ago, does not comprise his whole duty now ; and if it 
did, it would still need to be told in a language, and to employ 
a style of thought and illustration adapted to the prevailing tastes 
and wider knowledge of our age, or it would soon be laid aside, 
and left among antiquated and forgotten things." 

The anonymous author of the " True Plan of a Living Tem- 
ple" appears to have held a similar opinion, and, by his allusion 
to the work of Howe, tacitly expresses the design of accomplish- 
ing for the present age, what that good man accomplished for a 
former. In this he has been successful ; and Dr. Brazer has 
done well in causing a portion of it to be reprinted here. The 
original work, consisting of three volumes upon a very extensive 
plan, was executed with too little compression and animation to 
be very interesting as a whole ; its extreme difFuseness and 
uniform gentleness rendered it languid. But this defect will 
hardly be perceived in a volume of the present size ; while the 
uncommon judiciousness and discrimination of its views, the 
sobriety and practicalness of its statements, the calmness and 
sweetness of its whole tone, must win for it the attention of 
serious readers, and insure to it a most useful influence. For 
those who are seeking in earnest their own moral and religious 
improvement, who desire a book which shall help them as a 
friend helps a friend, and who in their hours of serious reflection 
prefer a still small voice to that of passionate appeal, this will be 
a welcome publication. 



